the first author during a workshop in Mauritania. The number of recreational fishers was estimated as 10% of the total number of tourists visiting Mauritania as reported by Diarra (2009 Diarra ( ) between 2000 Diarra ( and 2006 Diarra ( , and decreased by 50% between 2006 and 2010 because of political and security reasons in the Sahel area (Belhabib et al., 2012) . It is worth mentioning, however, that tourism in Mauritania has witnessed a renewed interest in 2012 with 364 visiting tourists (IUCN and IMROP, 2013) .
The number of recreational fishers in Cape Verde was estimated from the total number of tourists, as fishers operating mainly through fishing safaris (Belhabib et al., 2012) . Sport fishing is apparently a notable segment of tourism in Guinea-Bissau's Bijagos Archipelago (Anon., 2010) , but little information is available on the number of visitors to the archipelago, or the number of tourists using the services of fishing 'safaris'. The total number of recreational fishers for Guinea Bissau was estimated as 20% and 50% of the number of tourists visiting and residing in the main and secondary camps of the Bijagos islands, respectively (Belhabib and Pauly, 2015) . The estimate was adjusted downwards for the years when there was a coup d 'état and/or civil war, i.e., 1998 , 2003 (Belhabib and Pauly, 2015 .
The number of tourist fishers in Ghana was given between 1% in 2000 and 2% in 2010 of the total number of tourists visiting Ghana for recreational purposes extracted from various sources and summarized for Ghana in Nunoo et al. (2014) .
Although catches and fish sizes are declining in Angola (Potts et al., 2011) , suggesting a loss of value of recreational fisheries, there has been increasing interest in Angola's recreational fisheries, illustrated by a growing number of foreign recreational fishers in recent years (Potts et al., 2011) . There are three main lodges catering to tourists for recreational fishing, Flamingo Lodge, which welcomed 655 recreational fishers with an accommodation capacity of 48 rooms (Potts et al., 2009 ), Kwanza Lodge, and Cunene Lodge with an estimated total number of 523 tourists annually. This provides a total of 1,208 recreational fishers per year for 2010. The number of fishers was estimated as 1% of the number of fishers of 2010 for 2000 when records were present (Belhabib and Pauly, 2015) . The number of recreational fishers was assumed zero for the years 2001-2002, and interpolated linearly between 2002 and 2010 (Belhabib and Pauly, 2015) .
The number of recreational fishers for Senegal and The Gambia was estimated previously , Belhabib et al., 2013 as 4% (Manel, 2008) of the number of recreational visitors (ANSD, 2011).
Recreational fisheries in Togo are operated by expatriates through 3 sports fishing clubs, which were created in 1997, 2004 and 2007. The number of recreational fishers was estimated based on the capacity of each fishing club, i.e., 20 fishers in 1997, 40 in 2004 and 60 in 2007. These numbers were interpolated, then the trend was extrapolated forwards to complete the estimate in 2010, with evidence of increasing numbers of recreational fishers in Togo (Belhabib and Pauly, 2015) .
The number of recreational fishers in Equatorial Guinea was estimated as 80% of visitors residing at the Parc National de Mont Alén, i.e., 160 fishers for 2007. To complete the time series, the trend of tourist expenditure extracted from Anon. (2008), i.e., a 166% increase compared to 1999, and then to 2010, i.e., a 19% increase compared to 2007 (Belhabib et al., 2015) .
The number of recreational fishers in Namibia was taken as the number of individual recreational fishing permits (Barnes et al., 2002 , Nghipunya, 2012 . Supplementary Table S1 . List of references used to estimate total recreational fishing expenditure in West Africa. 
Methods and sources for assessing recreational fishing expenditure

Country
Very low 50
Less than high agreement & less than robust evidence IPCC (2010) note that "confidence increase" (and hence confidence intervals are reduced) "when there are multiple, consistent independent lines of high-quality evidence".
